








Classification of salivary glands

Based on size and secretion

Major glands Minor glands

parotid lingual

sub mandibular palatine

sub lingual labial and buccal

Based on type of secretion

serous gland mucous gland mixed gland

parotid lingual (Blandin

and Nuhn) sub mandibular

von Ebner palatine sub lingual













Cells of the salivary gland

Acinar cells

serous/mucous cell
myoepithelial cell

Ductal cells

intercalated duct cell
striated duct cell
excretory duct cell
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serous cell mucous cell

spherical acinus tubular acinus

spherical nucleus flat nucleus

zymogen granules mucigen granules

small lumen larger lumen

well stained cytoplasm poorly stained

demilunes absent demilunes present in some cells





Myoepithelial cells

Stellate or spider-like cells with flattened nucleus and scanty 

cytoplasm with long branching processes that embrace the 

secretory and duct cells






























